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EU: EP Pree“tent Haensch Views EMU, 
Enlargement 


AU2602152096 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
RUNDSCHAU in German 26 Feb % p 12 


[Interview with Klaus Haensch (SPD), president of the 
European Parliament, EP, y Kaut Pnes; place and date 
not given: “We Are Not Acrobats High Up in the Circus 
Arena Without a Safety Net”) 


[FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAU] Mr. Haensch, for 
readers who have only lite ume we ask you for a few 
very short answers. In five years from today: How many 
members will the EU have? With what money will the 
EU citizen pay his shopping? What job will you have’ 


[Haensch] in five years the EU will have 15 members 
People will pay thei shopping with the German mark. 
which, however, will be firmly and inseparaMy linked 
to seven of cight other European currencies in monetary 
union. And | do not know what Klaus Haensch will be 
doing 


[FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAL] AI the moment you 
are presiding over one of the three most important 
bodies of the EU. Nevertheless, you are not exactly 
perceived as someone who is making European history 
How do you see yourself? Is your role comparable rather 
with that of Newt Gingrich in the United States or that 
of Rita Suessmuth in the FRG’ 


[Haensch] If you ignore Gingnch’'s political onentation 
then my job is certainly closer to his. The president of 
the European Parliament has a much more political role 
than that of an essentially representative function like 
the presidents of the nauiona!l parliaments 


[FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAU] Let us talk about 
European Monetary Union [EMU]. A rather clear po- 
sition has sow crystallized in the official government 
policy in Bonn: We need both the date, as laid down in 
the treaty, and compliance with the criteria. Yet, even- 
tually comphance with the criteria is more important 
This probably means: It is no disaster if EMU has to be 
put off for a short ume. Do you share these priorities” 


We have always said that EMU is a bit like driving 
in a car. You set out with a certain destination and a 
certain time at which you want to be there Both are 
taken scriously Yet, on the road safety comes before 
speed. This is also true for EMU. The decision is not 
made now bul at the beginning of 1998. And the criteria 
of the Maastricht Treaty have been designed in a way 
and (he assceement criteria land down in a way that a 
sufficrent sumber of member states can launch EMU at 
the heginning of 1999 
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[FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAW! We would lke & 
bet 1,000 Euro thal EMU will not he launched 
January 1999 


[Maensch) O.K, | accept the bet 


[FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAU] Can the Euro be 
introduced against the explicit will of the majority of 
people” 


[Haensch}] What do you mean: the cxplicnt will’ There 
are surveys with differing results. Some are based 
on a state of information of the population thal has 
absolutely nothing to do with the reality of the Europea: 
currency. It 1s, therefore, the task of polstics, hanks. the 
associations, and the press to tell the people more clearly 
than they have what they have to capect with the ocw 
currency — especially what they do not have | 
when the new currency comes 


[FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHA))} If the majority 
people would then still say; We do not want the Eur 
Can the project be forced through, anyway 


“ru 
ee | 


{[Haensch] | think that the population in the FRG wil! 
understand that the introduction of the Euro m 
Germany's interest and that that the PRG signed 
imternational treaty that it will comply with 
omitted] 


[FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAL | In September | ¥44 
you said in Bonn: If we are not adic to show the 
people hy 1996 at least in traces that the Fl 
mass unemployment successfully, then we do fot ever 
have to get started with Maastricht I] We ate in 19 
now. With the Intergovernmentai Conference [10K 

Maastricht I] will enter its decisive stage mm late Marc 
Can you tell us what these traces that you asked for arc 


|Dassape 


is ta King 


|Haensch] There are, at cast, first measures contaned 
in the “Growth, Competition, and Employment El 
Commussion White Book that are implemented. sul! that 
is Not enough yet. There is the proyect of a Europes 
employment pact, which will he discussed im the nex 
two months. However, one must take int 
that even under most favoraMe circumstances and wit! 
the best of intentions, the EU cannot substitute thy 
employment policies of the memher states It can. at 
most, provide onentation and hring them together 


[PRANKPURTER RUNDSCHAL! What did you have 
in tnd when you made that statement in 1994" The 
very things that are happening now. of have 
capectatons not heen quite fulfilied’ 


4 nsidet alii" 


[Maensch) ‘ © course, my capectations have not heen 
quite fulfilled Everybody would wish that we had 
managed to deal with unemployment in a heticr way 
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What | wanted to say 1s that there 1s a close relationship 
between the acceptance of European policy and the 
concrete situauon of people in Europe, expecially in the 
helds of unemployment and jobs; and thal one cannot 
make European politics and, al the same ume, forget 
that, for the people, Europe must remain linked to the 
soluuon of them problems, at least the soluuon of the 
major economic and ecological, and poliucal problems 


[FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAU] So we do not have 
to forget Maastricht II” 


[Haensch} We will start with Maastricht II at the end of 
March. But it will last for «.:.re than a year, maybe 14 or 
1S months. Then the ratification process of Maastricht 
I] will start. The success of this process of ratification 
will also depend on the economic and social situatior 
in the EU member states. Everybody should be aware 
of that 


[FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAU ] Cine probiem 1s that 
the opimion-making among the 15 1s going into different 
direcuions. The German recipe is) “Core Europe. The 
term was recently somewhat embellished People now 
speak of “Magnetc Europe Is that not the mst 
pracucable solution’ 


[Haensch] All these terms, whether core Europe of 
magnet Europe, Europe of two, three, of even more 
speeds only pretend they have a background concept 
where in reality there is only confusion. The fact os that 
the EU consists of 15 member countries. It 1s an illusion 
to tunk that, if consensus 1s impossible Hetween 15, 
the foreign ministers of France, Benelux, Germany. and 
htaly go into a back room and conclude another treaty 
In plain English this means that the reform of the EU 1s 
achieved with 15 members of not at all. It does not mean 
that greater flexitility for further developments cannot 
he introduced im some spheres. Yet, I cannot immagine 
that, if one smashes a vase into 1S pieces, it can be 
reassembled more Heautifully with sia oF seven preces 


[FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHALU) In the past there 
was the idea of united states of Europe That is outdated 
The British vision of the market place Europe is being 
criticized a lot, but it is probably a more realistn 


concept 


[Haensch} If the Britush concept of the market place 
Europe prev..tis, then this will also mean that the nation 
state order of Europe will prevail, and that 1s the relapse 
mto the pre-war cra As far as the united states of 
Europe is concerned this concep remains an obective 
However, under the condition that one does not thenk 
that the united states of Europe could become a copy 
of the FRG of of the United States. of a copy of 
Switzerland in Europe The El’ as united states of 
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Europe will be something special: something urigue 
the double sense of the word 


[FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAU] Your biography 
related in a special way with Franco-German relavons 
One 1s now getung the impression thal this tradstwnal 
center of power of European integration is suffering 
from emaciauon and might no longer muster the cncrpgy 
to aclueve something great at the upcomung IGC \ 
said yourself thal France wants a strong Europe will 
weak instituuons, while Germany 1s secking a srong 
Europe with weak politics. If this is truc for the tw 
dnving forces of integration, whal rcasonabhic 
should the IGC stll be able to produce’ 


[Haeasch] The IGC will provide a limuted thoug! 
substantive result. This result will be based on Fran 
German consensus. The FRG must accept that the El 
will add some muscle to its foreign and security policy 
The French will accept that the EU institutions will be 
strengthened on common forcign and sccurity polis 
but also on legislative issues and in the atca of the sing ic 
market. This is also true for the further strengthening of 
the European Parliament. [passage omitted) 


sCSuils 


EU: Van Miert Discuwes Goals, Importance of 10 


BR2I602163296 Brussels DE MORGEN om Dat 
26 Feb p3 


[Report signed “RS 
Against the Wall | 


[FBIS Translated Text! Brussels 
to tule out a senous crisis in the EU The reality 
is that at this moment evezvything is Plocked, sand a 
pessimistic European Commissioner Karel Van Mer 
last weekend af a European study day The Inter 
Governmental Conference (1GC) which ts to start at the 
end of March will be the moment of truth for the El 

We have our hacks agaist the wail, sand Van Mier 


Europe an Umon Has Its Back 


| would aot want 


The IGC has not even started properly vet. Put alread) 
it has developed into a concemt. Therefore the ams ae 
high The EU must he reformed, even reinvented « 


cording to some. There is the problem of the enlarges 
ment of the EU with new and almost with 
poor member states. The arrival of countries lke Poland 
Hungary, the Crech Republic, and Slovakia. which a 
impatiently knacking on the European door, « 
cnormous financial consequences The European hu 

is already Pursting af the scares 


ncucrm 


In addition the realization is growing that dec monmas 
ing procedures in the EU are beading in the wrong 
rection If the EU does not want to degencrats 
caricature of itself, then the Europear 
he adic to govern more casily and with greater | orm 


mmatitiuyty mm Ff 
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This is known as the “deepening of the EU, according 
to European jargon. Above all the rule that one mem- 
ber state alone 1s able to oppose virtuaily any important 
decision — with the finger often Deimg pointed at the 
United Kingdom (UK) — 1s a rule regarded as “suscep- 
uble to change 


Therefore the IGC agenda, for which a complete year 
has heen set aside, is in principle amMmutious. In principle, 
because critics are alrcady saying thal the conierence 
will not be much more than a Pig media curcus with 
a “manimalist’ final declaration. Van Mbert did not 
exclude tus scenario, but last weekend did cul across i 
strongly. Van Miert: “The opuon of a minimum program 
does not east. if we want to go further with Europe, the 
least which must be achie ved at the conference is fairly, 
extremely, substantia! 


The current malaise in the EU and the aversion of public 
opimon to “Europe” will have to be turned around by 
the conference's results. Fer this political icadership 
will he necessary in order to go against the flow, said 
the European Commissioner. Van Miert: “The question 
is whether the large member states and the Benelux 
countries as well will lift the burden again. Imagine that 
the Danes oppose the reform of the unanimuty rule. If 
Kohl and Chirac then say: “OK, no reform, well that 
would he the end of the whole stety 


The end of the whole story would mean the official 
recognition of what now already cxists de facto. The 
EU would not hecome a single whole. Countnes which 
wanted to go ail the way and support the further 
expansion of the EU, politically, economically, and on 
the other levels as well, would continue. The others 
would get out. The problem is tat officially having to 
admit this development would cause a scnous political 
crisis in Europe. If nothing is produced after a year of 


mectings, then this crisis will be unavowdatic. “There is 
no way hack, said Van Miecrt 
A proposal by the European Movement, with VLD 


[Plemsh Liberal Democrats} MEP Willy De Clerog as 
Beigian chairman, goes very tar in the contest of this 
no way hack’ philosophy. According to the proposal 
even before the stan of the IC a pont declaration 
should be asked of the member states which want to 
see results at the conference. The others would be asked 
politely to work out a new cooperative relanonshup. If 
they do not do so, then the ending of the Treaty of Rome 
1s called the only alternative. Toe end of the EU as ut 
cuists at present therefore, and the esta>iishment of a 
new umon with the countries which mean well 


in the margins of his speech Van Mert returned for a 
moment to the anti-European feelings Me referred ti 
the recent pre-clection succesess of the arch conserva 


INTER-EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 3 


uve Pat Buchanan in the run up to the U_S. presidential 
clecuons. Van Miert, who did not name Buchanan by 
name, said: “Even in the United States, which has been 
going for 200 years already, it 1s apparently casy for 
people with a lot of moncy to sur up xenophotic fecl- 
ings. Against Washington, against internationalization. 
against world trade. We have only just started in Europe, 
and therefore we would like these reactions to not exist 
here. But they do exist and they wil! even continuc to 
exist. Only an economy working somewhat beticr and 
somewhat more employment would be just the things 
to lumut these feclings 


EU Refuses ‘Clear’ Support to Greece in Aegean 
Dispute 

MS$2702132296 London THE GUARDIAN in English 
27 Feb 9 py 


[Report by John Palmer: “Restraint Plea to 
Rivals | 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Brussels The European 
Union last might refused a Greek government appeal 
to throw its clears poliucal suppor behind Athens in 
its dispute with Turkey over some small, uninhaticd 
islands in the Aegean which threatened to cscalatc last 
month into armed confrontation 


Acgean 


Instead EU foreign ministers mecting in Brusscls ap 
pealed to both countries to show “restraint” and to re 
solve their territorial conflict through the International 
Court of Justice 


After disagreeing over the precise wording of a pro 
posed declaration, the ministers merely authorised the 
Italian presidency of the European Union to make a 
verbal declaration. The British government among oth 
crs insisted that Greece should abandon its veto on a 
250 million pound aid package for Turkey agreed when 
the EU signed a customs union agreement with Turkey 
last month 


However, the Greek foreign minister, Theodore Pan 
galos, would agree to reconsider the issue of financial 
aid for Turkey only when a new government is formed 
in Ankara. We will expect a clear declaration from 
re new Turkish government that it will not make any 
Lireatening of war-like siatements against Greece, one 
Greek diplomat sad 


The other EU goveraments want to mect the new 
Turkish government as soon as it takes office to finalise 
the aid agreement. There is intense iritation in other 
EU capetals with the way Greece has used its dispute 
with Turkey to Mock closer EU relations with Ankara 


(on the other hand members of the European parhamen) 
have criticised the decision to ratify the customs union 
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with Turkey while there ae continuing human rights 
violauons in the Turkish state's war against Kurdish 
separausts 


Meanwhile there 1s a deep reluctance on all sides for 
the EU to get embroiled in the ut-for-tat propaganda 
war being waged by Greece and Turkey over the Imia 
isiets 


“We believe that the European Union made clear and 
unambiguous commitments to provide financial aid 
to Turkey, and the Greek government has no nght 
to call these into question now,” one Brush official 
said last night. Another diplomat said that the friction 
hetween the two Nato allies in the castern Moditerrancan 
“provides the worst possible example — for instance 
to the states of the former Yugoslavia — about how 
disputes hetween democracies should be resolved. 


Mr Pangalos put the best face last night on the response 
of the other EU countries to his appeal for support. “The 
Greek government has said that it has no objection to 
this issce being resolved by the international court in 
The Hague. Now the EU has said the same thing,” he 
said 


—~ Mesut Yilmaz, leader of the conservative Motherland 
Party in Turkey, said yesterday he planned to form a 
coalition government with the caretaker prime muinisicr, 
Tansu Ciller, by the weekend 


1 am planning to complete a coalition protocol with the 
True Path Party (DYP) by the weekend... and present 
a catinet list to the president, Mr Yiimaz said after 
bricting President Suleyman Demirel 


Turkey's three biggest partics have been in coalition 
talks since the December clections 


EL: Spain Urges EU Free Trade Agreement With 
Metico 

BR2602155396 Madnd EL MUNDO in Spanish 

26 Feb WH p $2 


[Report by Carlos Segovia’ “Spain Pressures EU To 
Ferce Creation of Common Market With Mexico’] 


[FBIS Translated Text) Brussels — The banking sector 
and companies with interests in Mexico may lose - 
in the short and medium term — their best potential 
market in Latn America, according to an emergency 
memorandum issued by [Spanish] Foreign Minister 
Carlos Westendorp to all hus EU counterparts 


Spain is trying to maintain a trade volume with Mexico 
(80 million consumers) worth 200 hillhon pesetas (PTS) 
annually, bul i now concerned that Mexico may turn 
to tts NAPTA partners, Canada and the United States 
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To counter the US. tentacles, Spain is requesung the 
EU to create a free wade areca with Mexico, as planned 
for other areas in the world, such as the southern 
Mediterranean mim 


The EU Council of foreign ministers, mecung today, 
must discuss the possitility of giving the European 
Commission a negotiation mandate to imitate Conlacts 
with Mexico, bul most counties are rejecting this 
atiemm to establish a common market of are trying 
delay i 


it cannot be, we cannot abolish import duties and allow 
free wade with cach and every country that knocks on 
our door,” a French diplomat stated 


Opposition to Mexico 


French Foreign Minister Herve de Charrette icads the 
group of countries refusing to grant Mexico such a 
concession, and, behind him, are Germany and the 
remaining states 


According to Spanish diplomatic sources, the only coun 
tines that show some interes in supporting Westendorp 
are Sweden and Finland (they are traditionally im ta 
vor of opening up trade) as well as Britain, following a 
mectung in London between Mexican Piesident Ernesto 
Zedillo and British Prime Minister John Mayor 


Portugal is in favor of a project of this kind nivt 
however, with Mexico but with Brazil 


The Kahan Government, currently holding the EU 
presidency, beleves tt may have found a compromise 
soluuion, which would involve giving the European 
Commission a mandaic, not to negotiate a free trade 
arca, but rather to imitiate (a two-stage procedure 
eventually 


This would mean, in the first place, caploratory contacts 
and subsequently — al the end of a two-year period 
studying the possifility of taking further steps toward a 
free trade areca 


For Spanish diplomatic sources, the Itahan solution ‘1s 
unacceplabie and, in their opimon, represents a slight 
toward Zedillo who, after cxpernencing some initial 
douMs, 1s now looking for an agreement with the EU 
$0 as NOt to put all hw eggs in the US hasket as a 
Brush diplomat explained 


Italian proposal 


However, the spokesperson of the Commussioner respon 
sidie for negotiations with Mexico, Manuel Marin. he 
heves the Italian proposal may “he successful as the 
lesser evil. Marin beleves that, if 1 becomes apparent 
that the hattle for a free trade areca is lost hec ause of the 
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opposiaion of a majority of states, it may be preferable 
lO accept a two-stage agreement and trust thal economuc 
liberalization will come inexorably 


Westendorp beleves it is very risky to give in on this 


point and, in his report t» hus European partners, states 
that “a two- stage straicg’, 1s ruled out.” 


Fa) 


In the Spanish minister's view, “we Cannot ignore, 
in the short and medium term, the threal confronung 
Eiwooean Companies that they may lose a large pari of 
the Mexican market as a result of Mexico's membership 
of NAFTA. 
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UK: Government Wins in Vote Over Scott Report 


LD26022243965 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 2225 GMT 26 Feb 96 


[By Trevor Mason, Parliamentary Chief Reporter, PA 
News] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} The Government scraped home 
by just one vote in the Commons tcnight over the arms- 
to-lrag affair 


After a stormy day's debate on Si Richard Scott's 1,800 
page report, the cliffhanging result was announced to a 
crowded chamber 


Tory backbenchers cheered wildly as a technical motion 
of the adjournment of the House was carried by 320 
votes to 319 


The Pnme Minister sat smiling with relief on the 
Government front bench alongside the two munisters 
at the centre of Sir Richard's criucisms — Attorney 
General Sir Nicholas Lyell and Treasury Chief Secretary 
Wilham Waldegrave 


Both men had faced renewed demands for the resigna- 
von from Labour and the Liberal Democrats 


Opposition hopes of a win rose in the feverish moments 
hefore the result was announced as several Ulster 
Unionists went into the lobbies alongside them. 


But last minute arm-twisting by the Conservative whips 
paid off as enough would be rebels were persuaded to 
toe the party line 


Earlier, the Government had announced several conces- 
sis tO Improve ministerial accountability and move 
towards more openness with MPs on arms sales in a 
hid to woo backhench critics 


Former Tory Prime Minister Baroness Thatcher 
weighed into the argument in the Lords, forcefully 
backing the Government's contention that there had 
heen no change in the guidelines on arms sales to lrag 
and no attempt to mislead Parliament. 


After the one-vote win was announced, the Pnme 
Minister commented: “Parliament has now discussed Sir 
Richard Scott's report 


Now it is time to get down to the detailed work of 
taking forward Sir Richard's recommendations 


Mr Major went on: “The work has already begun in 
some arcas — such as the dissemination of intelligence 
and (President of the Board of Trade) lan Lang has set 
out clearly today the way in which we will approach al! 
the other issues 


UNITED KINGDOM 
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“1 have consistently acted to open the public sector up 
to scrulny since | became Prime Minister 


"Il intend to conunue 10 do so 


Labour had motilised all its suppor, even bringing in 
the sick and injured 


But in the end they were icft just one agonising 
vote short of inflicoung a humuliaung defeat on the 
Government, which could have sparked a vow of 
confidence in the Tory administration 


UK: Major Poised to Set Date for All-Party Talks 


MS2702105696 London THE TIMES in English 
27 Feb 9 p2 


[Report by Nicholas Wood, Philip Webster and Nicholas 
Watt: “Major Ready to Set Date For Irish Peace Talks | 


[FBIS Traascribed Text] John Major ts pomed to 
announc. thal a date can be set for the stat of all- 
party talks if Northern Ireland. The announcement 
could come as carly as tomorrow at a London summut 
between the Prime Minister and John Bruton, his Irish 
counterpart 


A British agreement to fix a date for negotiations would 
be a key concession to the nationalists. Duh, Sinn 
Fan and the mainly nationalist Social Democratic and 
Labour Party [SDLP] have been united in insisting that 
it is the only way to rescue the peace process and 
resurrect the possitility of a fresh IRA ceasefire 


But Mr Major's announcement will also contain the 
promuse of clecuens to a peace forum in Ulster, a key 
demand of the Unionists. Dubin's prize is London's 
readiness to go ahead with so-called proammity talks 
— renamed intensive discussions in London — of the 
kind that brought about the settlement in Bosnia 


The all-party talks would come after the proximity talks 
and peace forum clecuons. The form of the clecvons 
would be left to the parties to decide in the proximity 
talks 


The Democratic Unionists [DUP], led by the Rev lan 
Paisicy, favour a cross-province clection in which peo 
ple would vote for a party list rather than individual can 
didates in constituencies. The Ulster Unionists, under 
David Trimble, are deeply suspicious of that and want 
clecuions involving 18 constituencies, with five mer 

hers clected from cach to form a M)-member body 


They argue that the list system, cmilaw to that used 
in Northern Ireland in elections to the European Pa. 
lament, favours Mr Paisiey and /otin Mume, leader of 
the SDLP because of their high putix profile Bat the 
Government, while leaving it to the partes ' decide. is 
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expected to state thal the al)-party talks can Come soong 
if Mr Trumble’s favoured system is chosen 


ht will set owt two possible umetadies: all-pay talks 
seven weeh- aficr an agreement sboul the ciectoral 
process 1’ ««¢ Ulster Unions formula is adopted, 
alternative.,. the talks would stat 12 woeks aficr a 
decision to back the SDLP/DUP approach 


Both umetables have been constructed to leave room for 
urgent legislation to set up the elected body, proximity 
talks, clecuonms and the opening round of all-party 
talks among negoustors drawn from the clected body 
For practical reasons, the party list approach oceds 
more ume. The Covernmem is capected (> set oul its 


proposals in a Consultation paper agreed wath Duin io 
be released ai the sumnut 


Mr Major will see Mr Hume and Mr Pausicy today. The 
Government yesterday had its first face-to-face meeting 
with Sinn Fein since the collapse of the IRA ceasefire. 
and used i to demand an “immediate and permancni 
cenad” to the terrorist campaign. In two bours of talks 
at Stormont, senior officials from the Northern Ireland 
Office told Sinn Fein that the Government would not 
bow to IRA threats 


(Quentin Thomas, the office's deputy secretary, told Sinn 
Fein that the Government would not negotiate with it if 
the IRA maintained its campaign 


In a statement the Northern Ireland Office sai it had 
told Sinn Fein that elections provided the best route into 
all-party talks. Bui it warned the party that it could join 
the negotiations only if there was a “genuine end to the 
renewal of Violence’ 


The importance of setting a date for all-party talks was 
underlined by the Sinn Fein leader Martin McGuinness 
after the meeting. Mr McGuinness saul be was very 
disappointed that a date for all-party talks was pot yet 
forthcoming. “The situation is very grave indeed, but 
a the same time Sinn Fein is very conscious of the 
responsitilities we have along with others — we can't 
do « on our own — to rebuild the process which 
was destroyed by the refusal of John Major and his 
Government to enter into negotiations which we al! 
know are required to tackle all of the very difficull issues 
which are at the heart of this conflict 


ht was the first time during the Trowbies that the 
Government has held public talks with Sinn Fein dunng 
an TRA campaign. The Sinn Fein delegation included 
Gerry Kelly. a convicted IRA bomber 


Sinn Fein's sombre mood after the meeting will add to 
& growing sense of doom a the chances of rescuing 
the peace process. Sinn Fein has hinted that the IRA 
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mught restore us ceasefire if Brim sci a specofx date 
for all-party talks. However, the Goverament says that 
i cannot ‘manufacture’ talks and that « must creaic the 
coedmons that will give Unions the confidence to joun 
such talks 


Sina Fein's demand for a specif date has proved the 
stumbling block 12 negouatons for the proposed sumnw! 
between Mr Major and Mr Bruton tomarrow Duhiw 
says « would accept Britain's proposal for clecthons if 
it agreed to mame a date for the start of all-party talks 


The Government said that +0) cxtra room were bog 
sem to the Province as a precautionary Measure 


Uk: Trimble Denies Sought ‘Clandestine Deal’ 
With Major 

1D2702103196 London BBC Television Network 
in English 0709 GMT 27 Feb % 


[Telephone interview with David Trumiic, leader of 
Ulster Unionist Party, by correspondent Huw Edwards 
from the “Breakfast News program —tive) 


[PBIS Transcribed Text) (Edwards} Well the icader of 
the Ulster Unionist Panty, David Trimbic, & mm our 
central London studio. Mr. Trimbic, goad morning to 
you 


[Trimble] Good morning 


(Edwards) Can we just sort out these reports about 
the mecting you had with Mr. Major, Was it a better 
mecting ’ 


[Trimble] Well | was amared at what you ve just sand 
There was no stormy moecting That's a pure invention 
and | think you should go back to see who told you that 
and then make a mental note that that person is totally 
unreliable 


(Edwards| Well, the one involved is a munwter, Mr 
Trimiic, in the Northern Ircland Office (NI0)) 


[Trimble] Then I say to you quite clearly that the 
tmnuwster who used the word starmy, lied And if you 
wish to identify him to me, then | shall describe him 
as a liar, This is completely false There were mectings 
yesterday, mectings which took place at the request of 
munisters. And the reason for those meetings is because 
of the reports, which we heard af the weekond, thal 
the government had done a deal with the Democrat 
Unionists to introduce a totally novel form of clectiom 
which would he biased in thew favor And thow 
reports were confwmed by the statement of a senor 
Northern ireland Office official to one of my colleagues 
Now ministers sought us out yesterday and offered ws 
assurances (hal they haven't done a deal with the DUP 
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[Democratic Unionist Party) and | very much hope that 
that's e case 


(Edwards) And was you putters of voung last night a 
any Stage Gependent on thal arangement” 


[Trumbic} Well, sow, if you look Grough last week's 
iewspapers, you ll fad quotes accursicly attributed to 
me wm which | referred to the Scot! report as damning 
And you'll also find that I'm on record, th im the press 
an6 wh parhament, on some of the issues related to Scott, 
and last might we voted mm accordance woth hose wiews 


(Edwards) There was so question af all of you voung 
on the bass of any assurances on Northern Ircland” 


[Trembic} Well. we listened to munisters’ assurances 
that they hada’! done a decal. | must say | had some 
skepociem about the accuracy of those, just = | now 
have, not just skepuciem, bul | now know thal some of 
the statements which you ve ust given and reported on 
your Dbulleun taday attnPuted to monisters are imaccuratc 
But nonetheless, we made our decision on Scott 


[Edwards} Could | pust put to you then, Mr. Trimiic, the 
other parts of the reports emanating from Westminster 
last might, to the effect, again from munisterial sources, 
hat you specifically were secking a clandestine deal, | 
quote, in hat meeung with Mr Major’ 


[Tremble] No, | wasn't. And again, I've heard inter- 
views from some Tories who weren'! present a the 
mectings, and incidentally, | didn’| speak yesterday to 
any Northern Ireland Office ministers, so if you're being 
told Gungs by Northern Ireland Office ministers, they re 
not, as were, they re not first hand accounts. And | 
suspect a little but of embrowery, and | suspect that the 
Northern ireland Office does have something to hide, 
which they re trying to cover up by attacking us 


{Edwards} What possible advantage would they have. 
Mr. Trimble, in making up stories hike this’ 


[Trmive] Well, | refer back to where we started, and 
the reports that were circulating in Northern Ireland 
last weekend about a deal being done hetween the 
NIO and other parties to introduce an entirely novel 
clectoral sysiem, ngged in favor of those partes, and 
to the comments that were made on Saturday, which 
Se Patrick Mayhew is well aware of, because he was 
present af the time 


[Trimibie) Just finally, Mr. Trumble: You're in a strong 
positon, obviously, a Westminster You have those 
mine votes and Mr. Major is obviously in a ight corner 
h would be amazing, would it not, if you weren't to 
seek to cuercise some influence behind the scenes’ 


[Trimie] Well, look, there's discussions going on. even 
ms we peak Even yesterday, there was 4 meeting 
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between officials of the Insh Government and Ox 
Brush Government, there are discussions gong on al! 
the ume about thus process. We have wews abou! Uc 
matter, and we have had mectings on a regular bases al! 
through last week, about the proposals ihe governracat 1 
Gevelopmng and discussing with the Insh. We have views 
about u. We we the largest patty wm Northern ircland 
We of course expect government to listen carcfully & 
what we say. Whal we don’! cupect ts manwicrs then 
because they re Guappoinie? a the way we vote on a 
parucular issue, to be rushing oul aficrwards with highly 
presudicial Comments of Gulmous accuracy 


(Edwards) Mr. Trimbic, thank you for talking to us thu 
moming 


UK: Sine Fein Urges Negotiations Without 
Precondition: 

MS270211/4696 Bean THE IRISH NEWS om Englich 
27 Feb % p 


[Report by Wilham Graham: “Gioom After SF Stormont 
Meeting; received via Internet) 


(PBIS Transcribed Text) Brawsh government offx als 
yesterday told Sinn Fein that them inchusson in future al! 


party segousvons would depend on ther own action 
including a genuine end to IRA. violence 


The meeting a Stormont between official: and Simo 
Fein was the first face to face contact wnce the IRA's 
London bombings 


There were no signs of progress and afterwards Sine 
Fein's Marin McGuinness said be was ‘very dmap 
pointed” that the British officials were not prepared + 
give a specific date for the start of all-party dialoguc 


The Briush government, said or McGuinness, was sul! 
not prepared to take risks for peace 


The situation is very grave indeed, bul at the same 
ume Sinn Pein is very conscious of the responesihulities 
we have along with others — we cant do on our 
own — to retwild Ge process which was destroyed hy 
the refusal of John Major and his government to enter 
inte the meaningful negotsons which we all know are 
required to tackle all of the very difficull issues which 
are af the beat of this conflut 


He added “We intend to continue with our endeavours 
to redoutic our efforts and to convince a many people 
as possihic (hat what is regured uw that the Briueh 
governram 224 the Dublin government give effect & 
the demands which are being made by all the people of 
ireland and the Brush people for negotiavons to hegin 
without preconditions 
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The semeor civil servents tcam lod by Quinue Thoma 
yesterdyy letened to Mr McCrumnces (ot 
pamed by Gerry Kelly. and Ssothan (7) Hanlon) put for 
ward the Sine Foon wguments 


was ALOT 


Jvarnahets yesterday asked Mr Acily abou! li dcpactioe 
im Coflas secon of Ue Gea as Ue haere mia ahd 
hormg somncone “who was Oot preparod | 


gM otra se 


Mr Kelly rephead What | would say show! the ocws 
paper reports - some of winch | read a the weekend 
1 Ghat | tcdally repedwate any of Oc a cgabom madc | 
have spoken to my solcvtior and | wilh take fs Advice 
© Ges Als 

‘ 


aem thal we should saved 


Os 16 fuel a2 Civerwion imo Uc scheabos 


Meanetmic. clearly vesterday + moet ng Was 2 Tape af ; 


' mugh alia cven 1h mugh the Lirsteeh offeuals wore told 
they were not to acgotate with Sinn Fear 


A statement fom th NiO) (Northern Irclead Office 
saad. «ClTcuals urgod Oe Ocicgabon to wwe thew wwfle 
cence to wing Ue violence to af wmmmediate and perma 
emt cand. Sinn Foon urged the aeod for the two govern 
mcms to CONVENE all -party talks 


(‘Toa e080 gave some cCapliataln® of De povers 
men § POY Of felevanl Maticts. coophasemg there 
was fo Gucshon of (he government dctermunmg polxy 
im feepoenec to ViOlehoe OF Actual OF Implied real 


They als 


C(OwTwTietinecm ft 


crn iasi sed ue strength t the government + 
the conoued search for tue and per 
manent feacc and a comprehemive polta al setiiement 
in Northern Ireland 


They recalled that the Pome Minister had indicated 
mm hes private sccretary « letter to Some Peon, tes hehe! 
that a framework icadmg directly, and witten an agreed 
omme-frare. to ali-party aegotiatioms could he acheewod 
a“ an carly Gate Grough @ Geactve prewess, and tha 
Senn Peon s mchesion on euch ae gotiatom would depend 

o Dew own atom, mchudng 4 genuine end to the 
renacwal of woolene 


No a@Tangements were made for a further meeting af 
tes stage (i Tictals made clear thal the posetulity of 
further mectings was if any case closely related 
events on the ground 


Rut Mr McChnnness eresased that British and wn ere 
bemands hot 4 few Cleve’ aly Was 4 “apor Sure 


Mack to progress 


We placed on record cut implacatic opposition | 
that The demands Py the Brith government and the 
upromeets for oF elective Pwely 1 we estahiiehen! af 
Stormont 1 sometivng @hach | themk 6 total anatherhes 
to the emtire natoomaliet ( ommounity 
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¥ 
mM has ttle to do woth colatitong ciectoral ma : 
heat has Shwe ve bl ices fo I'e-wae a 
rrodcier tune Ux suK (TT ; ot; a m! abe ’ 
immpurtantly to detach the Duns geverament from thow 
mcgouabom, Mr McCnuneces sad 
He added that the vasl majority of people machong 
heat a ec wecicn’ wore eo Maclong eee icy 


Melscved Ge Ooltaciam Dad lane’ (em mh fet Meoweny 
to he wegotsatrng tac 


UK: SDLP Seve Trimble ‘Renning Scared” of 

b bec taom 

MS 702114710 Retlan THE IRISH NIUS oo baeke 
LT he 


Report hy Wel Corabart Tremm™c Fears Pixe 


Electon Show . recerved via Interne 


PRIS Transcrvhed Teat) The SDLP [Saceal Ocears 
Labour Party 
David TrimPic of running «aod 
cratnc Unsonest Party fa 


talGs 


\as! mgin ma e ict Lig his Caort 
fthee DLP iDeen 


ew -type Chex too fot 2h) party 


} Nathan SicTihict ern cry , 4 ? arrTiiat a) ; | wae a > 


late for Mir Tremiie to come to the comchessom thu 
an Ceecvion Was eld UhOCT 4 Pattacwla system fee Party 
rm gy ne wTy ee f 


7 montin the | | Pr i hehe? t ' mecemeat Party ha oer 
hawking a rum) the nie a | an corn no ©eiore talks a 
4 COMTCTHCCE Of is 1 aegy 


Aad tor monttlk the SDLP has heen making (ta 
that ets fumdarmenmtally 

a talking Shop Poly efhow 
sto pul off Oe @ 


start, Mr Stephenson sad 


Th ecul a divewrve cient 
. : 7 7 | reser 
>} art art ue 


ay BED PemuING HEg ations have 


He added thal now 
cease-fore Das ‘4 weed 


he Geploraic ending of the TRA 
eveTyin'ts «© trem af * as 
csaetMiia to create the ccm mica perrianet’ ¢ 


’ =. ee 


Mr Stephenson sad To Gus end the SDLP : 

COMET ate a pw! t 
mm advance of talks The DUP agrees and ewen Sinn Pe 
a fot too fa hehend 


Twat re TT ae fftw te artyes 


(nly the UL P hangs Pack, fearful of henry 
meriiing | comme tacit ' a wngle netrlurm™ 5 
pietacte, Perham eri a bel system, even thong? 
(es see Slams some chance of Peding & Oogres ’ 


hecheus every ehere ciee 


M4 Tromie eb 
Me « anew say thal he wee 


} heave ie courage of he nv ‘ 
| warned hal « wlerile fy’ 
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for the hardhne uncomst ground would be an inevitabic 
apd unlovely comsegucace of clecbons procr to talks 


“But Mr Pasicy runs mules abcad of Ge UUP wm Ux 
European clecuoms. Surely Mr Trimble cannot suffer 
such a lack of confidence mm the qualives of hes party 
that be Gunks « will wal Ge DUP ws a pictuacnte 


According to Mr Stephensos a sumbar of opuions mugit 
now converge — a pletuscetc, referendums sort and 
south, proummty talks icading to general acceptance of 
the Machell moor mendatons and the sctung of a date 
for all-patty acgotavons that may icad to a restoratios 
of te pear 


UK: Ulster Unieoist Proposal for Elected Body 
MS200215460 (Unteract) Ulacr Umoma Party WW 
m Enelich 25 Feb 


(“Teat of Uleter Unonm Party document comtanimng 
proposals for an clected body for Northern Ircland: “The 
Democratic imperative’, released 2! February, recerved 
via Internet 26 February) 


(PRIS Tramcrited Text) SECTION CINE 


When he made his response in the House of Commons 
to the findings of the Miachell Report on the decom 
russioming of illegally-held paramilitary weapons. the 
Prime Minister, John Major, argued that there were two 
ways to reach the goal of all-party talks on ihe future 
of Northern Ireland. The first was the beginning of a 
process of decommissioning by the IRA and ihe Loyal 
wt paramilitaries. The second was through an clestoral 
process dewgned to procure a democrat mandate for 
talks 


The media in covering the Michel! Report concentrated 
on what the Mitchell Report descrited as a reality 
namely that the pararulitanes on both sides would not 
decommission price to all party talks, and the suggestion 
tentatively advanced by Mitchell! that the parves should 
ciplore the possiblity of decommissioning a curring 
alongundc talks. In fact the Report was more sutile fis 
sole recommendation was that in order to qualify for 
mochusson im tales partes should he firmly commented 
© certain principles which should he honoured hefore 
Guring and after talks 


Winle Machell regarded subscripnon to these principles 
am necessary, he did not regard them as sulficoemt The 
central proMiem, he recognwed, was 4 matter of trust 
and he consdered a number of confidence Pukiing 
measures, one of wthuch was the creation of an clected 
heady Ulster Unsonssts endorse the Machel! principles 
ey xoept tne Report a a whole 


PRIS-WEL 96-09 
27 February 1996 


The Ulster Umotest Party agrees woth hie Pook Me 
mtcr, ht has Comestvetly held to the wee that, wm Oe 
atscace of por dccomumwomng. the demaxctatx Doma 
hides of thors secking to influence (oc future of Northern 
resand must he frmly cotaNinhed In Oe afiucrmall 
the resus fie IRAs oa 
beve thal ths afgument has Seen siengthened rather 
than weakecocd We also firmly Sebevwe that there 
a fundamental poemcuplc at Make fh ' 
Gemxtatx pracodurc, will 


7 


iialy Catpeaga. we ™ 


mn Oe prim wic 


. » * 
[| wth LTvhrete | 
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m aipatty tel. a Mandate Pas of sohacriptine 

demactatx procedure. That ts af emperiant detimtest 
Such sePectipoon would he the focus 
would cneure that the crtrzeas of Northern Ircland could 
have r’ in Contirmat thal Getiwx Tan r wm Tulkes 
were acocpted Py al 
clection im order to create the comfidence tt 
procedures Mevessaty to Mow 
settlement. In order for parbes to come t 
wtive Capen tation | 
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The dispute over the principle of an election based on 
the issue of democratic procedure is really whether it 
involves a rule governing principle and is therefore a 
precondition for talks or whether it has simply been 
made an issue by the British Government, in which case 
it can be easily unmade if the British Government were 
to change its policy. So far, the British Government, 
the Unionist Parties, the Alliance Party and, accorcing 
to a poll in the BELFAST TELEGRAPH, a majority in 
both communities in Northern Ireland, believe that ar 
electoral process is necessary to establish such a rule 
governing principle. For SF/AIRA [Sinn Fein/IRA], the 
SDLP {Social Democratic Labour Party) and the Irish 
Government it is merely an issue of British policy which 
ought to be changed. Let us examine this question in a 
litde bit more detail. 


Firstly, irrespective of partisan position, what is the 
rational case for an elected body? Secondly, how 
substantial are the arguments against it? 


The rational case has a number of elements to it. 


1) There is a fundamental contradiction between enjoy- 
ing the rules of democratic procedure and the benefits 
of a liberal society subscribed to by others, while deny- 
ing them oneself. That contradiction is exemplified by 
a form of criminal behaviour which usually justifies it- 
self poliucally by proclaiming that the ends justify the 
means. The means may be murder, intimidation, or ex- 
tortion. The end for SF/IRA is a united Ireland. For 25 
years, it conducted a criminal campaign against the pro- 
cedures of a liberal democratic society. After the cease- 
fire of 31 August 1994, SF/IRA tried to make us believe 
that it had changed. The return to violence on 9 Feb- 
ruary, 1996, shows that it still believes that the end is 
ereater than the democratic means. 


2) In the 17 months of its recent cease-fire, SFARA went 
through the motions of subscribing to the particulars 
of a peaceful resolution of disputes. At the same 
ume it denied its essential, general condiuon — the 
complete renunciation of violence to achieve political 
ends. This apparent subscription to the conditions of 
lawful procedures while denying the ethical requirement 
of those procedures is what is otherwise called fraud. As 
Kant recognised in his treatise on a universal peace: “No 
conclusion of peace shall be considered valid as such 
if it was made with a secret reservation of the material 
for a future war”. And why? “For”, argued Kant, “if this 
were the case, it would be a mere truce, a suspension 
of hostilities, not a peace.” The bomb in Docklands 
which broke the cease-fire proved the truth of that. We 
must establish clearly in the future that Sinn Fein/IRA 
is honourable in its political intentions. 
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3) A commitment to democratic procedures, therefore, 
must be willed rationally by those who would seek 
to enter fully — without criminality or fraud — into 
the democratic process. We cannot allow the sham 
which passed for a peace process in the last 17 months 
to happen again. In the parucuiar circumstances of 
Northern Ireland, the stipulauon for this remains that 
set out in Para 10 of the Downing Sweet Declaration 
of December 1993. Para 10 states: "The British and 
Irish Governments reiterate that the achievement of 
peace must involve a permanent end to the use of, or 
support for, paramilitary violence. They confirm that, 
in these circumstances, democratically mandated partes 
which establish a commitment to exclusively peaceful 
methods and which have shown thal they abide by 
the democratic process, are free to parucipate fully in 
democratic politics and to join in dialogue in due Course 
between the Governments and the political parties on the 
way ahead.’ 


4) SFARA has argued that fulfilling these conditions 
would represent a surrender to the British Government 
and a humiliauon of the Nationalist people. This 1s 
only to confuse the issue. The issue is not one of 
surrendering to the Britush Government. It is the issue 
of whether private armies are willing to surrender to the 
principles of democratic procedure. The issue is not one 
of humiliation. It is one of using logical and peaceful 
persuasion to resolve, democratically, even fundamental 
differences in society. 


5) In other words, a commitment to exclusively peace- 
ful methods 1s a rational conclusion to the sorts of com- 
mitment which one would expect from those who were 
genuinely wishing to engage in democratic politics. We 
firmly believe that full engagement in the election to a 
peace forum in Northern Ireland, under democratic prin- 
ciples to be laid down in legislation, must be central to 
a new way forward in the aftermath of the breach of 
the cease-fire. The bona fides of political parues who 
seek to participate in talks must be established to the 
satisfaction of the people of Northern Ireland 


What are the arguments against this approach? It has 
been argued by Irish Nationalists of all shades, that elec- 
tions are inappropriate because they have not formed an 
initial part of conflict resolution elsewhere. This sug- 
gests that the model of conflict resolution appropriate 
to Northern Ireland is the model of constitutional trans- 
formation found in South Africa and the Middle East 


However, there are no valid parallels between the North- 
ern Ireland case and the conflicts in South Africa and 
the Middle East. The issue in Northern Ireland remains 
clear. In both these cases access to the democratic 
process had consistently been denied to black South 
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Africans (a majonty) and to the Palesunians. Sinn Fein/ 
IRA wishes to remove this region ‘tom the Unitec King- 
dom by force and attach it to the Insh Republic, and a 
substantia’ majonty wishes Northern Ireland to remain 
as past of the United Kingdom on the basis of consent. A 
body of international law has emerged, especially since 
the end of the Second World War, which resolutely re- 
jects the alteration of boundaries by violence or by the 
threat of violence 


The only grouping which does not even pay lip service 
to this international consensus is SF/IRA. The IRA 
has heen conducung a subversive war against the 
consututional status of Northern Ireland, and Loyalist 
paramulitarics have been conducting a campaign against 
those they assume to be sympatheluc towards the IRA. 
This violence has been consistently condemned by large 
majontues in both communities and by representauves of 
all the main constitutional parues North and South of the 
border. The evidence of the past few days indicates that 
the condemnation 1s stronger than ever. That is why the 
principle of establishing democratic bona fides remains 
an imperative. It 1s an essential and symbolic first step 


What model of conflict resolution is appropriate then to 
the Northern Ireland situation’ The appropriate model 
is the model of democratic transiuon. What does this 
mean’ It involves a number of elements 


a) It is not Dased on an analogy with conflicts on the 
scale of South Afnca or the Middle East. 


b) There would be no assumpuon that deals could be 
made in return for the decommissioning of arms 


c) The legiumacy of armed struggle in any form would 
he reyected and the absolute legitimacy of democratic 
procedures fully embraced 


d) The task of all paramilitary groupings would be to 
prove their willingness to make the transition to these 
fully democratic procedures 


¢) The outcome would be the emergence of Sinn Fein 
and Loyalist fringe parties into the political mainstream, 
but only after they had established their democratic 
credentials publicly and conclusively by way of an 
electoral commitment to democratic methods. Only then 
could they he accepted on the basis of their respective 
democratic mandates 


This was the model which everyone acknowledged as 
appropriac hefore the IRA cease-fire of August 31 
1994 as set out in Para. 10 of the Downing Street 
Declaration of 1993. The attempt to shift fom the 
democratic requirements of that model after the cease- 
fire only encouraged the IRA to think that by renewing 
its Campaign it could further its undemocratic aims 
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Hitherto, the so-called peace process 1s something which 
has happened in London, in Dublin, in Washington, on 
the media and behind closed doors. It has proven \& 
be a sham. It needs to he brought back to the peopic 
whom it 1s supposed to benefit. There is an urgent 
need to involve and to engage the citizens of Northern 
Ireland directly in a refashioned peace process, a peace 
process in which everyone can be confident and with 
which everyone can feel comfortable. In other words 
it needs to be transformed into a people's process. We 
continue to believe that the only way in which this can 
be done is on the basis of elecuons which require pubix 
subscripuon to the principles of democratic procedure 


SECTION TWO 


The Uister Unionist Party has been challenged to spell 
out its plans for an clected body. We set out here- 
under our preferred option for a practical inode! which 
is suitable for the parucular circumstances of Northern 
Ireland, and is fully compatible with the democratic 
imperauve referred to above 


A proposal for an elected body for Northern Irelar ' 
which caf. lead to all parues engaging in negotiavons 
on |) the future governance of the Province, and 2) the 
totality of relauonships throughout these islands 


Membership and Method of Election 


The elected body will consist of 90 persons. clected 
from the new 18 Parliamentary constituencies on the 
basis of five persons being returned from cach 


The tradiuional STV [single transferable vote] system of 
proportional representation will be used 


Establishment and T asking 


The body will be established by legislauon in Parlia- 
ment, and will be operational by May/June 1996 


It will be required to prepare a report(s) for the Secretary 
of State for Northern Ireland on proposals for the 
future governance of the Province and the relationships 
between al! the constitutional units in the British Isles 


Operation 
The body shall mect to elect 2 chairperson and deputy 
chairperson 


The body shall adopt standing orders which have been 
agreed by the members and approved by the Secretary 
of State for Northern Ireland 


The body shall appoint a committee to regulate and 
control its Dusiness 
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The body shall appoint such commitices as it feel 
appropriate from time to me. 


All commuttees shal) be appointed by proporuonality as 
will their chairpersons. 


Committees will report back to the body, which may 
debate and approve such reports in plenary sessions and 
take such action thereon as may be determined. 


The body shall meet and debate in pienary session upon 
summons by the business Committee or the chairperson. 


Adoption of reports 


The method for adopting reports will be by means or 
consensus. In the event that unaniinity is not established, 
then if a sufficient consensus can be reached, the work 
of the body can proceed. 


Powers of Body 


The body and its committees shall be able to call for 
persons and papers relevant to its deliberations. 


The body and its committees shall be empowered to 


invite outside persons and agencies to appear and to 
make representauons. 


The body, its committees or its representatives, shall be 
empowered to receive representations cutside the United 


Kingdom. 
Recommendations of the Bo. ; 


The Secretary of State for Northern Ireland may require 
the recommendations of the body to be placed before 
Parliament, and the people of Northern Ireland for ap- 
proval by means of referendum, before implementation. 


SECTION THREE 


The events of 9th February 1996, and subsequent threats 
from Sinn/Fein IRA, serve to underline the hypocrisy 
and double standards of the republican movement. On 
the one hand, Gerry Adams wants to be treated in the 
same way as any democratically clected leader, yet on 
the other hand the IRA reserves the right to go back to 
violence as and whea it chooses. This is a clear case 
of ugly blackmail, and is not acceptable in modern day 
Europe. 

The Ulster Unionist Party seeks to establish the demo- 


cratic process as the tool to bring about the necessary 
Gialogue between our differing political traditions. 


There have to be some basic ‘rules of engagement’ 
between the parties if talks are to succeed. We believe 
that the Mitchell Report provides the blueprint for the 
way ahead. Acceptance in its entirety, and the honouring 
of the proposals contained in this Report, combined 
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with acceptance «a Paragraph 10 of the Downing Suect 
Declaration, can be the passport for all parties to enter 
the negotiating process, in the knowledge thal they wil! 
not be betrayed during thal process by any who would 
renege Of & Commitment to cxclusively peaceful means 
as the way to obtain "hei political objectives 


The establishment of confidence between the parties 15 
the way to get the best out of any talks. This 1s why the 
UUP seeks elections as a public demonstration that the 
past is behind us, and al] who wish to parucipate are free 
to seek a mandaic, especially those who ai present do 
not have one. Objections to elections as the way abcad 
[sentence as received) 


The SDLP, backed by Sinn Fein/IRA and the Irish Gov- 
erament, has voiced opposition to the UUP's propos- 
als for an elected body. Mr. Hume has said that it has 
been tried before, in 1975 and 1982, and failed. He 
also claims that people would get clected on ‘hardline 
manifestos’, making agreement less likely. The Ulster 
Unionist Party challenges this interpretation of events 


The Constitutional Convention was held in 1975. Al- 
though its recommendations were not accepted by the 
government, it was not a ‘shouting match’, and many 
members put a lot of hard work into its deliberations 


The ‘rolling devolution’ proposals in 1982, introduced 
by James Prior, brought the Northern Ircland Assembly 
into being. This was not a mechanism for bringing about 
& negotiated settlement, but rather a proposed solution 
itself. 


The Assembly dic not succeed. This was duc to the 
boycott of that body by the SDLP and Sinn Fein/IRA 


To seriously suggest that because something was tned 
before and failed, it should not be tried again, is an 
unsustainable argument. Mr. Hume is saying that the 
parties should get round the table now, bul seems 
to forget that we did that in 1991 and 1992, but he 
isn’t suggesting that because the Brooke/Mayhew talks 
failed, we should not try again. This is the inconsistency 
in Mr. Hume's comments 


To further suggest that partics would put forv ard 
hard line manifestos doesn't make much impact either 
If parties are not inclined towards compromise or 
negotiation, then they believe that it is not in ther 
interests to be so. The discipline of putting yourself 
before the electorate could just as well result in the 
parties seeking scpport for themselves as negotiators 
In the present climaic, parties could be punished by the 
electorate if they put forward an intransigent position 


But the fact that the elected path has not been followed 
for over 21 years is the most compelling criucism of Mr 
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Hume's opposition to an elected body, especially as the 
am of having the body is to provide a vehicle for all 
party negotiations. We must keep trying until we are 
successful. This is what the people expect and deserve. 


more than one political/cultural tradition in Northern 
Ireland; that all democratic traditions require respect 
and accommodation; and that this will mean the design 
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of institutions that we have not previously had in this 
Province. 


The Party wishes to see the establishment of a proper 
and appropriate relationship with the Irish Republic 
both for; a) the mutual exploitation of any economic 
benefits, and for, b) the acknowledgement of northern 
Nationalists’ empathy with the Republic of Ircland, 
consistent with Northern Ireland remaining an integral 


part of the United Kingdom. 


To be of value, this relationship will have to be based 
on mutual respect and recognition. 


There is also a pressing need to address the democratic 
deficit in Northern Ireland. 


All of this indicates that UUP seeks not delay, but carly 
decisions from HMG [Her Majesty's Government) on 
the calling of elections to a body, so that the politicians 
can reclaim the initiative from the men of violence as 


soon as possible. 
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Germany: Report Suggests Koh! Reviewing EMU 
AU2702121596 Munich FOCUS wm German 
26 Feb 9 pp 34-36 


[Report by Christian Reiermann: “Suetching Exercise 
by the Euro Fighters”) 


(FBIS Translated Text) On television, Federal Chan- 
cellor Helmut Koh! and Finance Minister Theo Waige! 
ae still brimming with confidence. The Economic and 
Monetary Union [EMU] will come into force in 1999, 
they keep promising. “It is important that we do not in- 
terrupt the process now,” the chancellor warns. “Anyone 
who interrupts the process now musi know that he can 
casily disrupt it.” 


“The criteria are clear, the weaty is clear,” Waigel stauds 
by his boss determinedly and politely 


The demonstrative confidence is increasingly becoming 
& facade. In view of the weak economy, dwindling tax 
revenues, and ever new holes in the budget, the two 
top Eurofighters are beginning to doult whether thei 


promises can be kept. Even if Germany managed to 
push its new debt levels to below 3 percent of GDP by 


1998 and stabilize debts at below 60 percent of GDP, 
what if its favorite partner Prance fails to do so” 


At the moment, Kohl and Waigel are sull calming any 
doubts, saying that it is much too carly for emergency 
scenarios. The decision as to who may participate wil! 
be made af the beginning of 1998, based on 1997 
figures. Yet, both of them have already made their aides 
consider the unthinkable. They are not oniy to question 
the timeframe, but the criteria of the Maastricht Treaty 
are not to be taken all that seriously cither. Taboos are 
rocking in Bonn. 


The decisive question for Kohli is: How do | deal with 
figures behind the decimal point with regard to the 
criteria? Now that things are also getting difficult for 
Germany, the chancellor wants (to adopt a generous 
approach to the matter. His advisers are increasingly 
abandoning the strict interpretation of the stability 
criteria. 


“In 1995 we had a 3.6 percent deficit. Supposing that 
we manage 3.3 percent this year and 3.1 percent in 
1997, we will have qualified,” a Kohl aide thinks. What 
is important is not that the criteria are fulfilled to the 
point, it is sufficient for a country to move ever closer 
to the threshold. This view is based on article 104 c of 
the Maastricht Treaty. Kohl's crown prince, Bundestag 
Group Chairman Wolfgang Schacuble, was once again 
the first to address the matter: The 60-percent det 
threshold is “to be interpreted more liberally,” he told 
CAPITAL. 


GERMANY is 


This casy-going approach, which makes a wire of 
necessity, 1s being justified hypocriucally by Kohl's 
surroundings: “We must fulfill the weaty to the letter 

The chancellor has a goal that he is pursuing stubbornly 
“He sot only regards EMU a the crowning of the 
single market, but also considers ut the climax of his 
own Career,” was how one of his andes describes Kohl's 
mou ves 


The chancellor of German unity fears that the death of 
EMU could also mean Europe's failure. Kohl is sup- 
ported by leading bankers, such as Ulrich Carelhern 
a board member of Deutsche Bank, and Hans-Jucrgen 
Krupp, the pressdent of the central bank for Ham- 
burg, Meckienburg-Western Pomerania, and Schieswig- 
Holstein: “If EMU does not come into cxistence, the 
project has been lost for af lcast a generation, the 
banker warns 


The chancellor's opponents, such w Baden 
Wuerttiemberg’s SPD [Social Democratic Pany of 
Germany} Chairman Dicter Spoen, accuse Kohl of 
applying cnormous criminal cnergy, up to the point 
of plotung, in his soft course. He says that, together 
with Deutsche Bank, Kohl is planning to water down 
the stability criteria. In an intermew with FOCUS on 
12 February, Cartelleri, the bank's chief economist, 
advocated a less strict interpretation of the criteria 
“An incredible currency lie is being produced here. 
clecuon campaigner Spoeri thunders. The banker ict 
himself be used as a minesweeper by Kohl 


The» Waigel’s advisers are pursuing a different track 
They do not want to change anything in the struct 
interpretation of the criteria. Instead, they no longer 
consider the date for the start of EMU on | January 
1999 entirely unchangeabic. If all the members apart 
from Luxembourg fail to meet the criteria in 1997, the 
single currency and the Maastricht Treaty are far from 
lost. 


In that case Waigel’s helpers want to resort to a fiction 
They base their assumptions on an EMU that does not 
have any members in 1999. According to article 109 k, 
chapter 2, an examination as to who may join will then 
he carried out automatically every two years, or carlier 
if there is an relevant request 


That clause was originally included for countries that 
do not participate from the start. The political blessing 
for these delaying tactics was given by Schacuble. “Any 


postponement is merely a postponement,” he told THE 
WALL STREET JOURNAL. 


The officials in Waigel’s ministry hope that an EMU 
that is postponed, but not cancelled, will prevent fierce 
turbulences in the exchange rate markets. If the nervous 
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brokers realize that EMU will not come into being af the 
cavisaged Gate, ut 1s feared thal there could be « mass 
escape into the safe German mark A horror vision 
The cavaing revaluation of the mark would involve 
unprecedented problems for the German economy and 
cost hundreds of thousands of jobs 


By postponing EMU to the not too distant future. the 
ministry hopes to calm down the markets. “If we violaic 
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the Maastrictt Treaty at 3.5 percent in 1997, bul reach 
2.5 percent a year later, then.” a member of Waigel’s 
ministry says. “we can postpone EMU by one year 
with a clear Ccomscieace. And nothing will happen in 
the markets 
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France: De Charette Favors EU-RSA Trade 
Negoustions 


LD2602230796 Paris Radio France international 
wn French 2130 GMT 26 Feb % 


(PBIS Translated Text) France is said to be henceforth 
im favor of opening acgouabons with the Republic of 
South Africa im order to come to af agreement on 
a free wade zone between the European Union and 
Pretona. he issuc was discussed today in Brussels by 
the Europ-an Union's Council of Ministers. The 15 
have heen unable to come to agreement for the ume 
being, bul important progress is reported to have been 
made. French Foreign Miniter Herve de Charetic is 
imervicwed by Anne-Mane Mouradian 


[Begin recording) [De Charette] The European Unio 
i in favar of a commercial and economic opening 
between the European Union and the Republic of South 
Africa. Why’ Because © ts a country which has come 
through a long history which we condemned, and we 
arc ughly satisfied to note thal today is Committed 
to a democratic path, to the end of apartheid, and to 
opening its cconemy 


Thus, we want to play a part in supporting this country, 
with respect naturally for the interests, the limits, and 
the demands of the European cconomy. France hopes 
that there will be a study of a pact, that it is to say, 
to assess the results of any modifications in setung up 
an cconomec exchange between the Republic of South 
Africa and us 


|Mouradian| What are the guarantees demanded notably 
by France’ 


[De Charette] Al issue are many cconomic sectors 
— such as agriculture, of course. For example, we 
capressiy plan to leave out of the talks cattle meal, 
sugar, corn, and a whole series of common produce 
Thanks to this pact, we realized it would be dangerous 
to discuss them at a further conference. jend recording} 


France: Parts Opposed to EU-RSA Free Trade 
Agreement 

MS2702130296 London TP ® GUARDIAN in English 
27 Feb % pio 


[Report by John Palmer “Prance Puts Brake on Pree 
Trade Deals” ] 


[PBIS Transcribed Text) Brussels — Prance launched 
a tig political offensive yesterday to slow down the 
proliferauon of free trade agreements between the 
European Union and other global regions. Despite 
appeals by President Nelson Mandela it refused to 


Grop its opposition to a proposed agreement with South 
Africa 
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The agreement is seen as the linchmin of the El 
sraicgy to bolster post-aparthesd South Africa and the 
development of a southern Afmcan regional custom 
umon involving several ncighbourng statics. France wil! 
come under renew 3 pressure to make af cuception 
of South Africa when the EU foreign muniwsicrs mect 
again ocxt month shorily before Pressicmt Mandcla 
visits Paris 


Six hours of debate in the foreign mumisicrs’ council 


yesterday failed to persuade France to drop its oto 
vons 


“To some extent South Africa has been the vicum of a 
more general disconient,” an EU official sand. “Germany 
and some other EU countnes also raised ofections | 
the details of the proposed agreement, while capressing 
support for the principle of a free trade with South 
Afrxa 


The French government has made no secret of is fea 
that the spread of free wade agreements is making 1 
more difficult to contain the rise of unemployment in 
Europe 

But the force of its ati. ck on the Commussion’s plans for 
agre_ ments with Mexico and South Africa took other 
governments by surprise 


Its ambassador to the EU, Pierre de Botssicu directly 
attacked the strongly free trade policies of the European 
trade commussioner and former British minister Sir Leon 
Brittan 


In an apparent attempt to limit the diplomatic fillout 
the French European affairs minister, Miche! Barner 
tactfully left the room while Mr De Borssicu spoke 


‘Where is the commission leading us. free trade with 
the whole world” one diplomat quoted Mr De Borssicu 
as asking. Last year the EU signed agrecments with 
the four Mercosur bloc states — Paraguay, Uruguay 
Brazil and Argentina — and it is Comsidering whether 
to negotiate a similar agreement with the United States 


it is also Committed to creating a Euro-Moditerrancan 
free trade zone within 15 years. Bul it was a proposed 
agreement with Mexico which tnggered the Prench 
attack 


“The commission is incapable of understanding Prench 
logic,” Mr De Boissieu said. Later Prench government 
officials claame<| that the commission had ‘not done 
its homework” to discover whether such regional pacts 
would be acceptable to the new World Trade Agree 
ment 


“We are <. valuing our world trade relation: (France 
has to take a stand... to do a global evaluation of thew 


agreements 
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Sir Leon said the World Trade Organisation believed 
that regional wade agreements were “broadly positive’. 
But commussion officials conceded last night thal the 
whole issve of global free wade agreements would sow 
have to be studied more closely. 


"We can accept some of the Preach arguments about the 
dangers cf cuch agreements,” one said. “Bul we need to 
know whether or not these arguments are a cover for 
a lurch back to more protectionist policies. If so, that 
would have considerable imphcavons.~ 


Although no other EU government explicitly backed the 
French stand yesterday, there is concern about the pace 
of global free trade at a time when there are still 18 


million unemployed in the EU. 


“This is maybe the start of a very profound debate 
about the limits of free trade in the modern world,” one 


diplomat said. 


“Everyone wants to help deraocracies such as South 
Africa. But the fashion for free trade may be drawing 
to a close.” 


France: Foreign Ministry Spokesman on Middle 
East lesues 


BR2702124196 (Internet) French Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs WWW in French 27 Feb 96 


[Daily press briefing by Foreign Ministry Spokesman 
Jacques Rummelhardi to unidentified journalists at the 


Foreign Ministry in Paris on 26 February) 
(FBIS Translated Excerpi) (passage omitted) 


Iraq 


Journalist} Do you have any comment on the assassi- 
nation of Saddam Husayn's two sons-in-law? 


[Rummelhardt} No, it is an Iragi domestic affair. 


Vournalist} Will the Iragi agriculture minister meet 
Preach officials? 


[Rummethardt} | do not know, you should ask the Iragis 
Vournalist} Will he meet Preach persons? 


[Rummeinardt} If he goes to the Agriculture Pair, ie is 
bound to meet with Prench people 


France/Iran 


Vournalist} Did some European countries criticize 
[i ransportation Minister) Pons’ visit to Iran? 


[Rummethardt} | do not know, and | do not see why 
ey would criticize us. [passage omitted) 
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Qatar 


Journalist} Have the Qatam authorives asked you & 
explain the possible presence of Frenchmen among the 
perpetrators of the recen! coup attempt’ 


[Rummethardt} With regard to Qatar a communigue was 
issued pointing out that Mr. Denis Bauchard, director 
of the Foreign Ministry's Northern Africa and Middic 
East [ANMO] desk, went to Qatar last weekend. | 
can confirm ANMO Director Bauchard’s visit to Qaiw 
together with General Regnault of the Armed Forces 
chief of staff. Mr. Denis Bauchard met with the amu 
to whom he handed a message from the president of 
the Republic welcoming the failure of the recent coup 
atiempt. Mr. Bauchard repeated that France supports 
Qatar's right to see its sovereignty and independence 
respected. During this meeting, which was also alicaded 
by the [Qatari] foreign minister, different aspects of our 
cooperauon were raised with a view to strengthening 
bilateral relauons. With regard to defense cooperation 
it was confirmed that both countnes’ armed forces wil! 
hold a joint military exercise in the ncar future 


{Journalist} Does the presence of a military officer have 
a parucular meaning’ 


[Rummethardt} The presence of a military officer means 
that they talked about defense cooperation and a jount 
military exercise involving both countries’ armed forces 
Our position is fully explained in the communique 
We are interested in the situation and we cxpressed 
our solidarity with Qatar in its Concern to preserve its 
independence end territorial integrity. [passage omuticd| 


Middle East 


{Journalist} Does Prance believe that the peace process 
has been put into jeopardy by the latest bomb attacks in 
Israel? 


[Rummelhardt} The attacks do no good for peace, that is 
ciear, but we hope that the desire of the Israclis and the 
Palestinians to achieve peace will be stronger than that 
of those who are acting against the will of the Israel 
and Palestinian people, namely those working agains 


peace 


Freace: De Charette on Annual Conference With 
East Europe 

BR2602153296 Paris LE MONDE in French 

24 Feb 96 p3 


[Report by Lucas Delatire: “Mr. De Charetie Proposes 
Regular Conference With Eastern Countries | 


[PBIS Translated Text) Bonn 
ter Herve de Charette believes 


~ French Foreign Minis 
A European conference 
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between the member states and the candidate countries 
from Eastern Europe” could meet on a regula basis as 
of 1997. The aim of this conference, which could meet 
once a year, would be to maintain a permanent dis- 
logue with all countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 
it would differ from the EU enlargement negotiations 
which are to begin on a case-by-case basis six months 
after the end of the upcoming Intergovernmental Con- 
ference 


Mr. de Charette made this proposal in Bona on Thursday 
22 February in a speech to the assembly of German 
chambers of commerce and industry. The minister stated 
that France would meet the Maastricht convergence 
Criteria for entry in Economic and Monetary Union 
[EMU] “as of 1997.” Moreover, “entry into the third 
phase of EMU implies political acuon which has yet to 
be determined: mutually agreed economic and financial 
wisdom, but also the ways and means of concertation 
for jornt deliberation and action.” 


This idea will have to come about through “new 
Prench-German initiatives.” It runs along the same ‘ines 
as the “European economic government’ defended by 


FRANCE 19 


[former EC President) Jacques Delors with a view & 
counterbalancing the European Central Bank system 


Herve de Charette claamed: “Those people who say that 
the European project is first and foremost political arc 
right.” He said he took his inspiration from “a federaung 
spirit” for Europe. The munister also announced that 
Jacques Chirac would in a few weeks be presenting 


proposals with a view to a deepening of the sccial and 
human dimension of European integration 


Where the institutional aspect of European construction 
is Concerned, the minister proposed culs at the European 
Commission in Brussels “whose number of commission. 
ers should pot exceed the sumber of key tasks in the 
union and with whom France would not be automat: 
cally represented.” Finally, Herve de Charetie proposed 
for the European elections that a British first-past-the 
post system or a German sysiem of regional lists be 
used. He said that the French mode! of national voung 
lists favors the establishment of lists by “commutiees of 


apparaichiks 
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Aegean. The Ministerial Council issuec a joint statement 
on the tension in Greek-Turkish relations, which Foreign 
Minister Theodhoros Pangalos summed up as follows: 


[Pangalos} The Council expressed its anxicty over the 
Acgean situation, which concerns not only 
but the whole EU and its relations with Turkey. It 
calls upon everyone to take care and not do anything 
might increase tension and also to avoid any 
armed demonstration. The Council believes that all 
the differences and disputes over territories should be 
settled only by adhering to the to law, that is by resorting 
to the International Court at The Hague. It encourages 
Greece and Turkey to have a constructive dialogue and 


le 
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against Turkey, unlike Ankara, which is causing al! the 
probiems. 

[Pangalos] We are pressing Turkey to hoid a dialoguc 
We sent our ambassador as soon as Ramadan cndod, 
we sent him back to Ankara As you know, thcy have 
recalled their ambassador and they have not allowed him 
to return to Athens yet. We are not breaking relations. 
we are not on the offensive, and we do not want bad 
relations with anyone. We want good, peaceful relavons 
with all. 


[Kekis} Concerning the assertions by the European press 
and certain EU elements that Greece's refusal to consent 
al present to the implementation of the customs union 
with Turkey will cause problems for Cyprus’ accession 
process, Mr. Pangalos said: 


[Pangalos}] lt is monstrous for Cyprus to be punished 
because Turkey attacked Greece. This is a monstrous 


thought. [end recording] 


Greece: UK Said Prevented EU Decision on Acgean 
lesve 


NC2702074396 Athens Elliniki Radhiofoma Radiw 
Network in Greek 0500 GMT 27 Feb % 


[PBIS Translated Excerpt) Yesterday in Brussels the EU 
Foreign Ministers Council expressed its anxicty about 
the situation created by the Turks in the Acgean and 
underlined that all differences musi be resolved on the 
basis of international law, that is through recourse to the 
International Court at The Hague. [passage omitted) 


Our Brussels correspondent Mairi Sava has the follow- 
ing report: 
[Begin Sava recording) The expected statement by the 
Foreign Ministers Council expressing solidanty with 
Greece was not issued by the Council. The reason was 
the British «ance, which, following a pro-Turkish policy 
as always, did not accept that the Turkish hostility 
in the Acgean is an issue that concerns the 
just Greece. Wrule the document 
initially had (4 agreement of all 
1S EU members, the British said they could not accept 
it because it contained a serics of terms that did not 
help Ankara’s position. So the statement of the 15 is 
by all members 
It is registered as a statement by the Italian presidency 
without any political worth, and ii contains the position 
of the majority of the members. The isolated member 
was not Greece but Britain, which believes that the 
political dialogse with Turkey must occur only with 
Greece and not with al) the Buropeans 


Following the British veto, the Greek side considers 
that this Italian presidency document lacks any legal 
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worth and docs not comma Greece to the obligations 
afising from the Turkish customs union, since ot does 
not coramut the 1S EU members. This means thal a 
the next Foreign Ministers Council meeting the Grock 
Geiegation may issuc a new veto on the EU's financial 
help to Turkey, so that there will be no joint positon 
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by all 1S members and the assaciabon council mecung 
with thus country scheduled for 25-26 Mach will not 
lake place Only the adopuos of 4 jain possbon on the 
Groek-Turkish issucs will open the road for Turkey's 
customs umon. [end recording) 
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(Passages within quotation marks recorded) 


(PBIS Translated Text) Prime Minister Tansu Ciller has 
it is impossible for Turkey to renounce its 
Aegean, adding that Greece should come 
this reality. Pointung out that the issucs 
and Greece should be resolved through 
Cilier said « would be absurd for Greece to 
its EU membership by going from 
EU member will make Turkey forget 
some of its rights 
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postponed , 

government probiems im Turkey. Ciller noted that the 
process of financial cooperation and protocol within the 
framework of the Customs Union [CU] signed between 
Turkey and the EU should have been started 


(Cilier] “We are, however, aware that Greece has 
undertaken imuatives vis-a-vis the European countnes 
im parvcular im the wake of the Kardak cris. We regret 
to observe that Greece is exerting efforts to prevent 
this financial cooperation. This behavior displayed by 
Greece does not abide with the principle of fairness 


[Ciller] “We have always claimed that it is impossible 
for us to renounce our rights and that it is time Greece 
comes to terms with this reality. | would like to state this 


Greece to think that abusing is EU membership 
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that Turkey cannot be kept waiting 2 Ewope's wang 
room. Stang thal i is ume Turkey assumes ts nghtful 
place and status on thus issuc, Ciller sued that she will 
oomvey the Turkish stand on all these wsucs to Ue 


represcetatives of the EU term president. Italy 


In reply to a queston on whether any measures wore 
taken against Greece af the Natonal Security Council, 
Ciller sad that Turkey has clearly shown to the world 
that 1 will not allow fats accomplis 


[Ciller] “Let them sot confront us with a fan accompl 
because if we ae faced with one we will do whal us 
required. Turkey, however, is a great Country thal secks 
frrendsiup and not quarrels and war. Nevertheless, i is 
impossible for Turkey to remain a spectator when faced 
with a fait accompli, onc way or another. The state and 
whachever goverament is in power will deal with such 
a situation if « aries. For Gus reason, the whole world 
should realize Turkey's determination on this issuc 


Culler later teft Ankara’s Esenboga Airport for Rome 
State Minister Necmetun Cevhen and other officials saw 
Ciller off at the airport 


Turkey: Ecevit Says ANAP, DYP Close to 
Agreement 

TA2602155496 Ankara TRT Telewmon Network 
in Turtith 1440 GMT 26 Feb 


[News conference by Turkey's Democrat Left Party 
leader Bulent Ecevit with umdentified correspondents 
following his meeting with Motherland | aty leada 
Mesut Yilmaz at the Turkish Grand National Assembly 
— live} 


[PBIS Translated Excerpt) (Ecevit) [passage omitted) 
According to the impression | got from the mecting 
1 held a while ago with Mr. Yilmaz, « seems aw if 
ANAP and the Truc Path Paty ([DYP] have at last 
reached an agreement in principle on the issue of a 
government. As you all know, Mrs. Tansu Ciller, DYP 
leader and prime minister, is currently on her way to 
Rome for an official visit. According to the information 
1 got from Mr. Yilmaz, they will meet 28 February afier 
Mrs. Ciller returns from Rome and will make them final 
decisions with regard to forming a joint government | 
seems, however, that they have reached an agreement on 


principle on the issue. | was undoutedly very pleased 
to hear this 


(har party, from the very beginning of Gus government 
formabon process, has been acting with a great sense 
of responsitility, as our nation and those here can 
appreciate: We have never had any capectations for 
our party. Our behavior was aimed af achieving two 
goals. One was to avoid 4 protracted government crisu 
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ws Turkey @ a Ome when we ae facing Gomestic and 
foreage probiems. We wanted to Contributr to a solubon 
to the issue. Our second goal was to avond 2 coalbon 
that mad: Ge Welfare Party (RP) 2 nccesty. This 
Goca not mean De iegiumacy of the RP is beung 

you know, I have Gefinne Gouts as to 


That is why I beleve that a this stage forming «a 
wth RP wi!l have ceortan Grawhacks for 


We are facing the following reality. The RP has received 
21 percemt of the votes. I! the votes of certain small 
parues are added to thu, then that leaves Ue remaining 
This is very woportant. Of course, these 
votes were cast in favor of parties that have differing 
views of the economic and social ficids. The common 
denomunator of Chat 75 percent, however, is ihe belief on 
the democratic laic republic. This is clear. This is a great 
gain for Turkey. it is a phenomenon that will contribute 
greatly to Turkey's respectability in the world. This 
phenomenon should, however, be well asscased by the 
government and the Assembly in the periad abcad of 
is & that the RP is seen as a threat oF a risk 
7S percent of our people’? We should dwell 
they sce it as a Uhreal or risk to the regime. hh 
become apparent that the struggic against the RP 
cannot be won by fighting on the same side. If certain 
parties alternpt to wage this struggie on the same side Dy 
making concessions from the principle of laicism, then 
this will not contribute anything to thew party bul will 
only strengthen the RP. This is evident. | hope that these 
parties will, from now on, better safeguaré a laciem that 
respects the beliefs of everyone. That is my wish 


We heid a short mecting with Mr. Yilmaz | once 
again told him thal our party is not inclined toward 


we ate closer to realizing «. Mr. Yilmaz asked us if 
we have any requests. | told him that since we are 
not going to shoulder any responsiility — since we 
will not share any goveramesial responsibility — 
is cut of the question for us to make any demands 
. well on two tesues. One of them 
Union [CU]. As you know, during 
the CU 

. dod we 
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and the stand adopted by Ge gowcrament of Ge weur 
if we we ect going to be «2 full EU oem. ec 
CU, as can be understand from the name mecll, us a 
commercial agreement. Unfortunately. Gus commercial 
agreement has been wansformed imto an a: angement 
that renders Turkey poltxcally dependent teceuee tie 
Turkish Government has ~~ “mabic to tuske the most 
of Turkey's bargaining power anc to dcfond as nghs 
We have, for months now, heen cupressing our concern 
on the wsuc. Certain carcies have crroncowsly asscuscd 
our mmeistence on these issues. They have omterpecicd 
oul CORCETES 25 Af OPposiion to Coopersion wih the 
EU and to a CU with the EU. The concerms we have 
heen capressing, however, ac bocomung more evident 
nce the ncw yea. lt has become clea that Turkey 
has been caught without the accessary preparatiom bh 
has also become clear that Turkey mm being dragged 
imo a felabonshup of dependence with a Community 
to which « docs not belong politically. Purthermere 
we beheve that for Turkish irdustry and agriculture to 
he able to compete with the EU member countries 
should be extended financial ad semmla to that extended 
to the member countries of that community. The crat 
opposite has happened, however, We were promiscd 
close to $2.5 billion over a perad of five years. Only 
$490 million of this amount is in the form of ad The 
rest 1s to he extended in the form of loans for various 
projects. The countries that will extend these loam wil! 
benefit at least as much as Turkey from these projects 


Purthermore, this extremely insubstantial and is linked 
to various political condiboms and m wewed as a tool 
of political pressure against Turkey The Turkish pubix 
can now clearly see how mght we were in the concerm 
we and ANAP have been cupressing now for months As 
we have heen stating throughout our cla von campaign 
| asked that the government to he formed raw the 
CVU issue once again. In other words, | do not hebeve 
that we should renounce the CU but that we should 
direct it toward a process that will not he politically 
and economically damaging to Turkey and that will not 
make ut dependent. | saw that Mr Yilmaz shares os 
views on the issue 


The issue of extending the mandate of Poused Hammer 
will he on the agenda of the government soon afia 
its formed As you know, we have. from the very 
heginning, maintained (hat us atrangerment with regard 
to Powed Hammer would he greatly damaging to 
Turkey both economically and from the wiewpornt of 
the separatist terror, This has also hecome evident to 
our pubic. I also cupressed the rogucet thal a ocw 
mtangemeat that will safeguard Turkey's imterests and 
that eill counter the separatist ends he made (1 
course, afi #0 many years of implementation this 
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cannot be cut off at a single stroke. | beheve, however, 


the party council has to reach a decision on the issuc 
if we get an official proposal to support the government 
from the outside on 28 Fetruary or the following days. 
1 will imitate Gus process. | thank you all 


[Correspondent] Mr. Yilmaz is sow at the Cankaya 
Mannion. Will be tell the pressdent that he received 
the support of Mr. Ecevit for the DYP-ANAP coalition 


government to be formed’ 


[Ecevit] He has my personal support but Gus is not 
tending on my party fa the moment 


(Correspondent| | am not referring to personal support 


[Ecevit] | am holding consultations with my party 
colleagues | am inchned toward a contribution that will 
enable the formation and funcuomng of a government 
withow! assumung jcint responsibility. If Mr. Yilmaz 
toxds Gus appropriate, he will convey my views to the 
fresnient 


\Correspondent} Ded Mr. Yilmaz ask you to take part 
m the government’ 


[Ecevit] Prom the very beginning of this process, Mr 
Yilmaz has, with good intentions, been making this 
proposal. He was aware, however, that | am not inclined 
m that Grection. | do not know whether this detail 
was Gucussed with the DYP. but Mr Yilmaz today 
agen cupressed the view that be is open to such « 
contribution. | told him, however, that | am sot inclined 
m that Grecuon and that | do sot belheve that my 
party would be inclined either. He has reorived « with 


understanding | thant you ail 
Turkey: Vilear Says Cabinet Might Be Ready by 
V eekond 


TA2J602 174996 Ankara TRT Televimnon Network 
in Turtish 162] GMT 26 Feb 


[News conference by Turkey s Motherland Party leader 
Mesut Yilmay ent) umdenufied correspondenu follow 
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ing bus mecung: woth Demacritx Left Paty icader 
Bulem Ecevst and Presedeot Sulcyman Deore! of Ox 
Cankaya Mannion — live] 


(PBIS Translated Text) (Yilmaz) Dew press officials 
The pressdent tasked me woth forming the government 
on 3 February 1996. The work conducted eves tha 
framework reached a postive pow today. After te 
coalmon segotsbom we conducted with the Weller 
Party (RP) ended wm dusagreement, the representatives 
of the Motheriand Party [ANAP] and the Truc Path 
Paty (DYP] met twice ower the wockend to find cul 
whether 1 15 possible to cstabiish a government hetween 
the two pares. After these representatives reached an 
agreement to a large Cxlent ul these mecungs. the ANAP 
Charmansiup Council met last night and the Central 
Decissonmaking and Admumstrauve Council met this 
morning. Later our group admunistrative council also 
met te assess the issue. These authorized organs have 
confirmed the authority they carliet granted me to form 
& coaltuon government with the DYP. i have heen 
fully authorized, without any precondimom, to form a 
coaltion with the DYP within the framework of the 
principles agreed upon during these mectings As you 
know, | had a telephone conversation with DYP leader 
Mrs. Tansu Ciller after the group admunmstrative council 
mecung. Mrs. Ciller told me that the DYP Central 
Adminustative Council mecteng had conchudod and that 
the council, without any preconditom., fully authorized 
her to conduct negotiations to form a coalvon with our 
party. Since she is going to Maly on an official veer 
today, we decided to meet a noon on 28 February |! 
later visited Democratx Left Party (DSP) leader Bulent 
Ecevit. | briefed him on the developments. Mr. Ecewr 
said thai his party will, regardicss of corcummstances 
support an ANAP-DYP coalition government to he 
established. He also sand that the supper weil! he 
expressed in the form of reframeng from casting a vote 
of no- confidence against the government of casting 
a vote of confidence im its faver He also noted that 
he docs not wish to ‘© 4 therd partner withen the 


government 


After all these developments, | called on the preasdent on 
accordance with a meeting fixed yesterday and hricted 
him. The honoraMe present capressed his extreme 
pleasure over the stage we reached today mm the work 
being Conducted on the formation of a government He 
asked me to fulfil! the task of formung the government in 
the shortest possible time, and if possihic, to euhent the 
cabinet list to bom before the workend In accordance 
with the wishes of the honoratic preadent and im line 
wih the principles that have emerged so fa#. | plan 
to conclude a coalition protwnl and to submit the 
cabinet list to the president thee weekend The i al! 
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the information I can give you al this stage. | will now 
answer any questions you might have. 


[Correspondent] What is the final agreement you have 
reached with the DYP leader with regard to the rotation 
formula? Will the issue be discussed at the technical 
level? There are various formulas being discussed 
within the public, such as the 1-2-1 formula [referring 
to the premiership’s being transferred from one party 
leader to another for one-, two-, and one-year periods]. 
Can you give us any information on the issue? 
[Yilmaz] | believe that this issue will be concluded at 
the meeting | will be holding with Mrs. Ciller on 28 
February. | do not find it right to make 4 statement on 
the issue before a final conclusion is reached. I can say, 
however, that there are no differences of views between 
us on the issuc. 


(Correspondent) You have said that you will be submit- 
ting the cabinet list. This means that you “|| be heading 
the government during the initial period. Can we inter- 
pret it that way? 


[Yilmaz) Yes, since the task of forming the government 
has been given to me, such a coalition will be realized 
with me as prime minister for the first period. The other 
conditions and details will be concluded at the meeting 
we will hold. 
[Correspondent] The DYP adopted a stand that we 
could observe in the RP as well. In your statement 
you said that the reason for the disagreement with RP 
was their stand. You said that you did not form a good 
opinion. Does the statement you made concerning the 
full authority granted Ciller have anything to do with 
your concerns? 


[Yilmaz] There is a point I have been stressing since 
the first day of the government formatior process. With 
regard to the party grassroots, the party programs, and 
the party cadres, the DYP is the party with which it is 
easiest for us to form a government. Along the same 
lines, the RP is the party with which it would be most 
difficult for us to form a government. Unfortunately, 
developments over the past two months have prevented 
us from realizing what is casy and have required us 
to try what is hard. | believe that the conciliation we 
achieved today with the DYP will lead us to a final 
conciliation and even to forming a joint government 
by the weekend. The protoco! negotiations we will be 
conducting with the DYP will not require a long period 
since there do not exist significant differences between 
our programs — because the election declarations of 
the two parties are to a large extent similar. Therefore, 
I believe that these negotiations will be concluded in a 
short ime. As a matier of fact, the issues we disagreed 
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on earlier, the factors thal prevented our previous 
cooperation, have to a large extent been eliminated. 
They have been overcome. I am extremely optimistic 
about a conciliation we might reach in the coming days. 
In line with the wishes of the honorable president, | aim 
at realizing this conciliation in the shortest ume possible. 


[Correspondent] Mr. Yilmaz, how long will your initial 
premiership last? Has this been determined? How will 
the rotation system be implemented? According to the 
constitution the prime minister has to resign. Will the 
government resign to implement this rotational formula” 
How will you make this transition? 


[Yilmaz] I announced at the beginning of this news 
conference that it is impossible for me to answer 
all the questions. | believe that we will have the 
opportunity to answer some of these questions after 
the meeting we will hold with Mrs. Ciller on 28 
Febru. ry. Some of these questions can be announced to 
the pu lic after the protocol negotiations are concluded 
and the stage of announcing the government has been 
reached. On the other hand, a change in prime munisier 
will mean that there will also be a change in the 
government. We have constitutional provisions on the 
issue. You should also bear in mind that there have 
been three government changes during the previous 
coalition period. Government programs were raised al 
the Assembly three times. Votes of confidence were 
sought three times. 


Now we are aiming at establishing a cooperation with 
the DYP that will continue until the end of this 
legislative term. In other words, we are aiming al a 
cooperation that will last for the next four years or so 
The implementation of the system we have agreed upon 
necessitates a minimum of two government changes 
This should not be deemed too much because, as | 
have pointed out, we went through three government 
changes during the last coalition period. The changes 
will not be more than those during the previous period 
Purthermore, since these changes will take place only 
on the prime ministerial level, they will not necessitate 
significant rearrangements in government structures. 


(Correspondent) Has a conciliation been reached on the 
distribution of the ministries, especially on the issue of 
the economy? Are you still insistent on that issue” 


[Yilmaz] An agreement in principle has been reached on 
the distribution of the ministries between the two parties 
We will discuss the details, together with the various 
Organizations affiliated with the various ministries and 
the Prime Ministry, at the meeting we will be holding 
with Mrs. Ciller. 


{Correspondent} Will you be seeking a third partner” 
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[Yilmaz] As { have stated, at this stage | am not in a 
position to add anything to what | have already said 
fegarding the government structure. You will have to 
be patient on the issuc. As for the issue of preventing 


wregularities and running a government devoid of any 


to determine that the DYP is as sensitive as ANAP on 
the issuc. | believe that this issue will be one of our 
joint goals to be taken up in our coalition protocol and 
our government program. 
(Correspondent) There was the question of a lack of 
trust in the previous negotations. Has that problem been 
overcome? 


(Yilmaz) You can appreciate that mutual trust cannot be 


cooperation that will enable us to achieve full mutual 
trust. 


(Correspondent) Has a view emerged with regard to the 
deputy premiership” 


[Yilmaz] The premuer and the deputy premier will be ap- 
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[Correspondent] Is an ANAP-DYP election alliance 
possible in the elections to be held af the end of the 


four-year period? 


will take place in four years. | would like to state 
once again that this cooperation will cover al least the 
next four years. | believe that during all that ume, 


that I will not be able to answer at this stage. If you are 
patient for a few days, you will get all the information. 


[Correspondent] Will Mr. Ecevit support the govern- 
ment by participating in the vote of confidence or by 


refraining from it? 


[Yilmaz) He said that the issue will be determined after 
he has consulted his party's authorized organs. Our wish 
is for the DSP to participate in this government. He said 
that he is not considering this. Our second wish is for 
the DSP to cast a vote of confidence in the government. 
If that is not possible either, then they might contribute 
to the formation of this government by abstaining, by 
not Casting a vote against the government. This will also 
be appreciated by us. 


[Correspondent] Did Mr. Ecevit pose any conditions for 
his vote of confidence? On issues such as the Customs 
Union or other issues? 


[Yilmaz] No, Mr. Ecevit only briefed me on the issues 
his party attaches importance to or is sensitive shoul. 
I listened to his views and requests on the issue. Of 
course, these views will be taken into consideration in 
the negotiations to be held in the coming days. 


(Correspondent) Will there be any contacts with the 
CHP [Republican People’s Party)” 


[Yilmaz] In our conversation with Mrs. Ciller we agroed 


that following our meeting on 28 February we shall also 
be holding contacts with the CHP. 


[Correspondent] Mr. Yalim Erez ([DYP whip} made 
& statement today saying that this coalition is not a 
coalition of two parties but of a single one. Do you 
share this view? 
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{Yilmaz} This is our ultimate goal. If certain conditions 
are realized in its implementation, this is the goal to 
which we ultimately aspire. 


[Correspondent] Can you say thal, in a way, this is a 
rotational minority government? 


[Yilmaz] No, no, this is a coalition government based 
on the formula of a rotational premiership. It will 
be implemented for the first time in Turkey. It is a 
system that has very rarely been implemented in the 
world. I believe, however, that given the current political 
landscape, it is a realistic system. 


[Correspondent] Will you, Mrs. Ciller, or a third person 
lead the country to elections at the end of the fourth 
year? 

{Yilmaz} | cannot give a definite reply at this siage. 
As I have stated, all these issues will be discussed in 


detail on 28 February. I believe that we will have the 
opportunity to reply to all these questions then. 


{Correspondent} Following all these statements of good 
will, what will you do if you are confronted with an 


unexpected attitude? Are you considering relinquishing 
the task of forming the government then? 


[Yilmaz] Naturally. If on 28 February we cannot reach 
an agreement in principle despite all these positive 
developments we have achieved so far, then I will have 
no alternative but to relinquish the task to the president. 
At this stage, however, I believe that this is a very slight 
possibility. 


[Correspondent] Would you meet again with the RP 
before you relinquish the task? 


{Yilmaz} At the meeting we held with the RP, we told 
them that in the event our requests are not met we 
would be relinquishing the task to the president and 
that we would also be assessing the proposals made to 
us by the DYP. You can realize that my term as prime 
minister -designate has been most prolonged. It will soon 
be a month since | was asked to form the government. 
Therefore, at this stage I do not consider prolonging it 
any longer. If, however, we cannot reach an agreement 
with the DYP and if the RP makes a clear declaration 
on the issue, then, with the permission of the honorable 
president, we might hold such a meeting. Our primary 
goal is for Turkey to have a government. Our second 
goal, which we cannot renounce, is to ensure that the 
government to be formed is sufficiently successful to 
shoulder the grave problems Turkey is currently facing. 
We will be cooperating with the party that will enable us 
to fulfill these two goals. The contacts we have held so 
far show that it is impossible for us to attain these goals 
with the RP. The same was true earlier with regard to 
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the DYP. In the past few days the factors that prevented 
Our cooperation have, to a greal extent, been overcome. 
I therefore believe that it is extremely probable that this 
cooperation will be concluded positively in the coming 
days. I thank you. 


Turkey: Ciller Ready To Conduct Talks With 
Yilmaz 


TA2602200796 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1800 GMT 26 Feb 96 


[Passages within quotation marks recorded] 

(FBIS Translated Text] Tansu Ciller, True Path Party 
[DYP) leader and prime minister, has said that the DYP 
is ready to conduct negotiations to form a coalition gov- 
ernment with the Motherland Party [ANAP] without any 
preconditions and in self-sacrifice. Ciller heid a tele- 


phone conversation with ANAP leader Mesut Yilmaz, 
who has been tasked with forming a government. 


The DYP Central Administrative Council gave full au- 
thority to Ciller regarding the setting up of a govern- 
ment. The DYP Central Administrative Council, which 
convened under Ciller, discussed the framework of a 
coalition that can be set up with the ANAP. 


In a statement prior to the meeting, Ciller said that work 
was being conducted on the various alternatives for 
setting up a government in the aftermath of the elections 
and that her party is making the necessary contribution 
for the establishment of a government. Ciller further 
stated that prior to the clections her party and ANAP 
had promised the public that they would not undertake 
a coalition with the Welfare Party [RP]. 


[Ciller] “Accordingly, we stated that this pledge and 
promise made to the public requires that such a coalition 
should not be set up and that an ANAP-RP coalition 
would not be favorable for the country. We see today 
that the view we maintained all along has come truc, 
and we welcome this development. We, as the DYP, 
have always claimed that an ANAP-DYP coalition, 
whose grounds would be laid on justice, fairness, and 
regulations, would be the right thing to do. We still 
maintain this stand.” 

Explaining that the DYP exerted efforts so as not to 
prompt a government vacuum, Ciller said that all the 
issues of the country are taken care of. Ciller also noted 
that her party will do everything necessary for a new 
goverament to be established as soon as possible 


Replying to reporters’ questions on the work to form 
& government during her news conference at the Prime 
Minister's Office after the DYP Central Administrative 
Council meeting, Ciller said that she held a telephone 
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conversation with ANAP leader Mesut Yilmaz. Noting 
that she may get together with Yilmaz after she returns 
from Italy on Wednesday [28 February] in a bid to 
draw the main outline of the coalition, Ciller said 
that the DYP Central Administrative Council gave her 
full authority regarding the issue of coalition talks. 
Noting that the ANAP authoritative bodies, in turn, fully 
authorized Yilmaz regarding the issue of coalition talks, 
Ciller said that her visit to Italy made a meeting with 
Yilmaz today or tomorrow impossible. 

In reply to a question on the contents of her telephone 
conversation with Yilmaz, Ciller said: 

[Cilier} “We told each other that our parties fully 
authorized us to conduct coalition talks and thal we, 
as the leaders of both parties, were ready to sit al the 


negotiating table without any preconditions. Thus, the 
framework of the Wednesday meeting was drawn.” 


Answering another question on whether the 1-2-1 for- 
mula [referring to the premiership’s being transferred 
from one party leader to another for one-, two-, and 
one-year periods} will be applicable to the partnership 
with Yilmaz, Ciller said that they did not discuss any 
formulas, adding that all these issues will be discussed 
Wednesday. 


[Ciller] “I would like to note, however, that both parties 
seem to show more willingness to sit at the negotiating 
table without any preconditions. For this reason, | am 
hopeful and I would like to tell the Turkish people 
that | will never allow the RP to come 
There is one other thing that should not be done and 
thal is not to leave the country withoul a government. 
Work to form a government will be launched in line 
with this understanding. Let people not expect an 
immediate result. | believe, however, that this work will 
be conducted in mutual goodwill and self-sacrifice.” 


In reply to a question on whether the chances of setting 
up an ANAYOL [acronym meaning main path, based 
on combination of clements in ANAP and DYP] model 
has increased in view of the fact that the meetings with 
ANAP have reached a different dimension than previous 
ones, Ciller said that the only alternative left for setting 
up a government from within the parliament is the DYP- 
ANAP coalition. Ciller continued: For this reason, |! 
think it would be favorable to tackle this issue without 
any preconditions 


Responding to another question on whether carly elec- 
tons are necessary, Ciller said that they have no such 
approaches and added that she thinks that a government 
should be set up at this stage. 


Meanwhile, DYP deputy leader Haluk Muftuler an- 
nounced the decisions reached during the DYP Central 
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Administrative Council meeting, which lasted an hour. 
According to information issued by Muftuler, the DYP 
Central Administrative Council fully authorized Ciller 
on the issue of forming a government. According to a 
Statement issued by Muftuler, the following views were 
adopted at the DYP Central Administrauve Council. 


{Muftuler] “Basic principles of the state and regime and 
nol personal aspirations will rule the work conducted 
in a bid to form a government. The main goal of our 
party is to proceed in determination and resolutely in a 
bid to achieve Turkey's enlightened and advanced goals 
by safeguarding national and spiritual values. The DYP 
will fulfill its responsibilities along the lines of these 
principies and goals and under these conditions.” 


Turkey: Erbakan Calls for Early Elections 
TA2602211296 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1800 GMT 26 Feb 96 


[Passages in quotation marks recorded) 


([FBIS Translated Text] Welfare Party [RP] icader 
Necmettin Erbakan has said that his party might prefer 
to establish an clection government with any party 
instead of a government that docs not include the RP 
He said that a government established between the 
Motherland Party [ANAP] and the Truc Path Party 
[DYP] will be stillborn and that it will be unable to 
solve the country’s problems 


Speaking at a news conference following his party's 
Chairmanship Council meeting, Erbakan said that the 
government issuc could not be clarified for two months 
now because of the erroneous stands adopted by all the 
parties with the cxception of the RP. Noting that a unity 
of views had been reached on the fundamental issues in 
the coalition negotiavons conducted between the ANAP 
and the RP, Erbakan added that at his last meeting 
with ANAP leader Mesut Yilmaz he was told that the 
economy would remain under ANAP administration 
for the duration of the entire five years. Erhakan 
said: We said that this was impossibic. In a coalition 
partnership one partner cannot dictate to the other that 
it should not be interfering in certain issucs. Noting 
that despite the unjustified ANAP demands thal they 
be given administration of the treasury, foreign trade. 
and the privatization process, Erhakan added thet his 
party proposed that the Finance Ministry, ‘opccher with 
the Prime Ministry, be based on a rotational system. He 
noted that the RP made the maximum possible sacrifices 
in the negouations 


[Erbakan] “It is impossible to make a convincing 
statement about why an RP-ANAP coalition could not 
be established. What can the reason be’ The reason 
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his stay in Ankara, came and influenced him during the 
holidays. This is the only explanation | have. 


Erbakan said that this change in attitude during Ra- 
madan, al a time when final results were being attained 
with regard to the formation of the government, has not 
gone unnoticed. He noted that having been influenced 
by certain circles, the ANAP side of the committee con- 
ducting work on the distribution of the ministries did not 
hold negotiations at the commitices’ third meeting, but 
only put forward demands. Erbakan added that at the last 
meeting he held with Mr. Yilmaz, not even the slight- 
est conciliation could be achieved and that Mr. Yilmaz 
adopted an attitude of not agreeing on a partnership un- 
der the pretext of an artificial excuse. Erbakan described 
this behavior as erroncous, expressing the belief, how- 
ever, that ANAP will definitely correct this error. 


[Erbakan} “At Cais current stage |, above all, cal! on 
all my ANAP brothers. Turkey has no time to lose. 
Insist on the decision your group took with regard to 
forming this government, the negotiations over which 
were almost complete. As you know, carlier the ANAP 
group expressed the wish to form a coalition with the 
RP. This is common sense. This is tantamount to respect 
for democracy. This is tantamount to following the right 
path shown by the people. This is the path to Turkey's 
salvation.” 


Erbakan said that there is no question that the RP is the 
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can im mo way serve this country. If one insists on 
this path then it would be better to lead the country 
to elections. It is necessary for us to prefer elections 
to such an alternative. We can therefore establish an 


clecuon government with any party and we can speedily 
lead the country to elections.” 


Erbakan sid thal given such a situation, elections can 
be heid in June or October. Pointing out that there 1s 
no difference between the policies pursued by ANAP 
during its term in power and those of the DYP, Erbakan 
said nat the new government should first prevent terror. 
unemployment, and inflation; reduce domestic debt; and 
double the minimum wage. He added: These services. 
which require an annual rate of development of 15 
to 20 percent, cannot be realized by a government 
formed between ANAP and the DYP. He noted that 
there are still allempts to revive the RP government 
formulas, adding that this is impossible psychologically 
and mathematically as well as from the viewpoint of 
content. If such a government is established, it will not 
be a government of the people but that of the profiteers 


Replying to questions, Erbakan said that an clection 
government can be established with the DYP as well 
He added that contacts with this party as well as the 
other parties are Continuing in an intensive manner 


Meanwhile, Oguzhan Asilturk, RP assembly group 

leader, held a news conference al the Assembly 
today and said thal a government thal does not include 
his party cannot emerge from the Assembly. He added 
that even if such a government is established i will 
not last for long. He said: If a government is to be 
established between the DYP and ANAP then it should 
be established as soon as so that the country 
does not lose more time. noted that the RP might 
form a coalition with all the partics based on the 
principles of mutual understanding, respect, and joint 


responsibility. 


[Asilturk} “If they can establish it then let them do so as 
soon as possible. Let them achieve a resull as soon as 
possible. If the possibility of forming a government docs 
not exist, then let them not lose more time. Let them 
not try to revive secretly certain formulas that no onc 
is interested in by imposing them on the deputies. Let 
everyone try and serve the country with good intentions 
If a government is to be established, then let i be 
established. If it is not to he established, then 
whatever is necessary be done. Then efforts 
should not be exerted to eliminate the possibility of the 


emergence of a new government from this assembly 


Asilturk said that it would be antidemocratic for the 
president to appoint a deputy from within the assembly 
to form the government, adding that this would not lead 
to a solution but would be a total failure. He sad 
Such an attempt cannot be in the name of 


democracy. He noted that it be more appropriate 
for the president to reconsull the party leaders 
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